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PROJECT REGULATORY CHANGES

NWP is excited to provide an update on the progress of the Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project

Environmental Assessment Application through two key regulatory changes. NWP has successfully:

• Transitioned our regulatory process to the updated BC Environmental Assessment Act 2018

(EAA 2018)

• Received an extension to complete our regulatory process under the Canadian Environmental

Assessment Act 2012 (CEAA 2012)

We are very pleased that in parallel with the increase in regulatory certainty, our assessment has

now commenced the Conformity Review phase under CEAA 2012.

Background

NWP Coal is proposing to construct, operate, and reclaim the Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project

located in SE British Columbia in the Elk Valley coal field. The Project, located between two of

Teck’s operating mines (Elkview and Line Creek), would produce approximately 2 million tons per

year of high-quality coking coal (steelmaking coal) with a lifespan of approximately 15 years.

NWP began pursuing approval for the Project from the province of BC and Canadian federal

government in 2014. Since that time NWP has been proceeding through the twin regulatory

processes, completing environmental and engineering studies, engaging with local governments

and stakeholders, and engaging with Indigenous nations.

Back in 2014, new coal mining projects over a certain size required approvals from the Province of

BC and from the federal government before they could apply for all the other permits needed to

start construction.

The BC approval was required under the then 2002 BC Environmental Assessment Act (EAA 2002). 

The federal approval was required under the 2012 Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA 

2012). 
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BC Transition

While NWP worked through the Project assessment process, BC chose to update EAA 2002 to

improve early planning, public engagement, and Indigenous involvement. On December 16, 2019,

the 2018 BC Environmental Assessment Act (EAA 2018) came into force replacing EAA 2002. NWP

was given the choice to switch to EAA 2018 or to remain under EAA 2002 for three years. At the

time, NWP believed that the assessment process would be done before December 16, 2022, so we

elected to stay under EAA 2002.

COVID changed everything. Public heath orders stopped the assessment, particularly public

meetings, Indigenous engagement, and regulatory meetings, from moving at the hoped-for pace.

By early 2022, NWP realized we would not be able to complete the assessment process before

December 16, 2022. NWP had to make a choice to invoke a transition to EAA 2018 at a time of our

choosing or to allow it to happen automatically on December 16, 2022.

On April 19, 2022, the Project assessment transitioned to being under EAA 2018 by NWP

rescinding their prior request to stay under EAA 20021. NWP chose this timing considering input

from the Ktunaxa, the BC Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) and the Impact Assessment

Agency of Canada (the Agency).

Transitioning in April allowed NWP to continue working through some assessment steps with IAAC

while, in parallel, the BC EAO developed the Transition Order that would formalize the steps

needed for the assessment to progress under EAA 2018. This approach also avoided the risk of

creating process turmoil during an automatic transition in December.

The draft Transition Order is currently being reviewed by Indigenous nations that NWP are

engaging with on the Project. NWP is excited to see how the order works out and to continue to

progress the BC assessment process.

__________

1.

https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/6286c27320a4f20023af78b4/download/20220419%20Rescin

d%20Notification.pdf

https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/6286c27320a4f20023af78b4/download/20220419%20Rescind%20Notification.pdf
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Federal Extension

While NWP worked through the Project assessment process, the federal government chose to

update CEAA 2012 to have all assessments managed by the Agency, to improve early planning, and

expand the scope of assessments beyond environmental issues to other impacts. On August 28,

2019, the Impact Assessment Act of Canada (IAA 2019) came into force replacing CEAA 2012.

Since the Project assessment started under CEAA 2012, it would remain under that act until

August 28, 2022. At that point, if all studies and information had not been provided to the Agency,

the assessment would be terminated. IAA 2019 allows for an extension to that time limit, but

Projects were asked to not apply until close to the end date.

At the time, NWP believed that the assessment process would be done before August 28, 2022.

As with the BC process, COVID changed everything. By early 2022, NWP realized we would not be

able to provide all studies and information to the Agency prior to August 28, 2022. On June 29,

2022, NWP submitted a request2 for a four-year extension to the Agency that included:

• A list of all activities completed to progress the assessment (studies, engagement, etc.)

• A list of activities that would be completed if an extension was awarded

Key Indigenous Nations supported NWP’s request for an extension to enable completion of the

environmental assessment process. On August 24, 2022, the Agency awarded NWP a further four

years to provide all studies and information to the Agency for the Project assessment3. NWP is

excited to continue forwards through the federal assessment process with certainty that we have

time needed.

__________

2. https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/documents/p80087/144341E.pdf

3. https://iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/document/144859?culture=en-CA
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Conformity Review

NWP is pleased to note that in parallel with the extension, the Agency has started Conformity

Review for our assessment. This is a formal part of the process under CEAA 20124. The Agency will

provide NWP feedback about where NWP should strengthen the assessment to ready it for

Technical Review (the next step in the process).

The Conformity Review follows NWP amending the assessment after sharing sections of the

assessment with Indigenous nations, BC EAO, and the Agency.

Closing

NWP is excited about our progress through two key regulatory changes. The changes provide the

Project with more regulatory certainty and an opportunity more formally involve Indigenous

nations in the process.

NWP is also excited about the progress being shown as our assessment is going through a key

formal step of the CEAA 2012 process. We hope that we can finalize our assessment based on

feedback through the conformity process and bring the BC and federal processes back into

alignment to start the Technical Review stage late this year or early into 2023.

NWP looks forward to the Technical Review of the EA and ongoing engagement with all

stakeholders to ensure the local and regional community has a comprehensive understanding of

the broad range of community, employment, and economic benefits of the project.

NWP believes that the location and scale of the Project provides a unique opportunity for the

development of a premium steelmaking coal project with a substantially reduced environmental

impact than that of historical and current coal production in Canada and elsewhere. NWP has

sought to design the Project to maximize the opportunity for accelerated rehabilitation and utilize

best practice environmental design and management such that any adverse environmental

impacts are eliminated, mitigated, or offset.

__________

4. https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/services/environmental-assessments/basics-
environmental-assessment.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-agency/services/environmental-assessments/basics-environmental-assessment.html

