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CMER’s Impact to Our Project
Since NWP’s Crown Mountain Coking Coal 
Project is a new project, we would be subject 
to the general provisions of CMER for new 
mines, which are targeted for publication in 
2023.

All effluent from the Project would be 
collected and deposited through a final 
discharge point.  Our Project layout directs all 
effluent to our main settling pond right above 
the confluence of West Alexander Creek and 
Alexander Creek.

Our effluent would meet the strict water 
quality requirements for a new mine.  This 
includes the maximum monthly mean 
concentration and maximum concentration in 
a grab sample for selenium, nitrates, and total 
suspended solids. Our planned layer cake 
waste rock storage strategy should ensure 
that the effluent is well below the limits. If 
problems are identified contingencies would 
be put into place before the limits are 
exceeded.

NWP intends to engage with ECCC and Teck to 
ensure that the process accounts for our 
influence on the Elk River’s tributaries 
occurring upstream of Environmental Control 
Points proposed as part of regulating Teck’s 
mines.

General Update
On January 25, 2022, Environment and 
Climate Change Canada (ECCC), published an 
update on the proposed Coal Mining Effluent 
Regulations (CMER) being developed under 
the Fisheries Act. The CMER are intended to 
reduce the risks to the aquatic environment, 
particularly fish and fish habitat, posed by 
selenium, nitrate, and total suspended solids, 
by placing limits on the release of these 
substances.

The CMER will cover all coal mines in Canada. 
Existing Elk Valley Mines will have to meet 
different standards or limits than those 
required for new coal mines in the Elk Valley 
or mines elsewhere in Canada.

The CMER have been under development 
since 2017. ECCC has engaged with industry, 
Indigenous groups, Environmental Non-
Government Organizations, Provinces, and 
other parties. Previous versions of the 
proposed limits were strongly opposed by 
industry and some other governments.

The limits in the 2020 version of the CMER 
were substantially lower than existing 
standards and requirements. Many industry 
and government parties felt the limits would 
be extremely difficult if not impossible to 
meet.

The limits in the new version of the CMER 
align with existing standards and 
requirements.
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For more information on CMER go to:

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-
climate-change/services/managing-
pollution/sources-industry/proposed-coal-
mining-effluent-regulations.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/managing-pollution/sources-industry/proposed-coal-mining-effluent-regulations.html
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Funding a Kitchen!

2021 was a big year for the Elkford 
Search and Rescue (ESAR)!

They acquired a new building and 
began the process of fitting it for their 
needs. The building will provide them 
with a space to store equipment, 
conduct training, manage rescues, and 
to administer the organization.

NWP chose to support the ESAR and 
their new facility by purchasing a 
kitchen for the building space. NWP 
believes that training sessions, rescues, 
and day to day work all need a place to 
have coffee, a hot meal, and time to 
connect over food. We have also 
provided funding to ESAR to purchase 
cabinets and fixtures for their new 
kitchen area.

Thank you to ESAR for all they do for 
the community. We look forward to 
seeing the new facility finished and 
sharing a coffee!!

Boxes of kitchen cabinets and fixtures

Marianne Stone and Tony Stone from ESAR and 
Dave Baines from NWP



Past Survey: Getting to know 
about Land-Use and Access
On October 1, 2021, NWP published a 
summary report from our online survey about 
land-use and access near our Crown 
Mountain Coking Coal Project. The survey 
opened on March 4, 2021 and closed August 
6, 2021.

NWP saw the survey results as a 
success! Many land-users in the Project area 
engaged with NWP before the survey was 
presented, then throughout and after the 
survey. It raised NWP’s awareness of land-use 
and access concerns including potential public 
misunderstandings about the Project. NWP 
also noted the feedback provided through 
this survey about jobs and employment 
opportunities.

NWP thanks everyone that participated in 
this survey! A special thank you to all the 
local outdoor clubs that encouraged their 

members to participate.
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Current Survey: 
Working in SE BC’s Coal Mines
NWP is still looking for participants in our 
online survey about the good, the bad, and 
the ugly about the coal industry. Available 
services, roads, weather, discrimination and 
anything else that is on your mind when you 
think about working in SE BC’s coal mines.

We’ve had more than 200 responses since we 
started the survey on December 20, 2021. 
The survey is open until February 28, 2022.

We’ll be incorporating initial survey responses 
into a Gender Based Analysis for our 
Project's environmental assessment. 

Did You Know? More women (21%) feel 
negative about coal mining’s efforts towards 
equity, diversity, and inclusion than men 
(11%).

Working in SE BC’s Coal Mines 
Take The Survey Now!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W33TFJF

https://nwpcoal.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Getting-to-know-about-land-use-and-access-survey-summary.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/W33TFJF


5Issued Feb 2022

For more information please contact

Name: Dave Baines, Director – Project Development, NWP Coal Canada Ltd

Email: dave.baines@nwpcoal.com

Phone: +1 (604) 629-8605
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Subscribe to our newsletter!

NWP intends to publish four newsletters a year. Our newsletters intent is to 
focus on useful and engaging information for the public.

To sign up for our quarterly newsletter click on the following link: 
https://nwpcoal.eo.page/newsletter

To suggest topics for our newsletter, please send an email to 
dave.baines@nwpcoal.com

Recent Project Activity

Environmental Assessment
NWP continues to work with Indigenous 
Nations, Provincial and Federal regulators, 
and third-party peer reviewers to improve the 
quality of our environmental assessment 
application. We are very happy with how the 
environmental assessment is coming together 
and progressing.

Community Investment
NWP provides funding to a 
variety of community groups and 
initiatives. Recently, we’ve contributed to:

• Elkford Search and Rescue

• Elkford Trails Alliance

• Kootenay Métis Housing Society

• Adopt-A-Senior.

We look forward to 
making contributions with other 

organizations and groups in the Elk Valley 
and Crowsnest Pass in 2022!

Elk River Watershed Collaborative 
Monitoring Program
NWP excitedly attended the inaugural forum 
for the Elk River Watershed Collaborative 
Monitoring Program to learn more about 
the important initiatives discussed for our 
area. Previously, NWP has shared data to Elk 
River Alliance and are now working hard to 
get more of our water data shared and 
available to the public.

Lake Koocanusa Monitoring 
and Research Working Group
NWP attended the November session 
for this working group. NWP is a regular 
attendee of this and other working groups to 
help assist in finding ways to 
integrate our Project into regional 
efforts towards improving existing 
environmental conditions in the Elk Valley.
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