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The Future of Metallurgical Coal
Steel makers are actively researching ways to 
reduce the carbon footprint of steel 
production. The technologies are promising 
and will, over the next few decades, start to 
replace typical blast furnaces and their use of 
metallurgical coal. 

In the meantime, the best way to reduce the 
carbon footprint of steel production is to use 
high quality coals which require less coal per 
ton of steel produced. Elk Valley metallurgical 
coal, including the coal from NWP’s Crown 
Mountain Project, are very high quality and 
will help the transition towards lower carbon 
production.
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Carbon Neutral by 2050
NWP supports Canada’s objective to reach 
carbon neutrality by 2050. 

While our mine’s planned 15 year lifespan will 
have operations and closure complete well 
before 2050, we will still strive to reduce our 
carbon emissions below business as usual for 
coal mines. 

Our electrical supply is 95% renewable. We 
will evaluate use of electrical vehicles, 
including for our clean coal haul. We will use a 
modern coal processing plant that requires far 
less natural gas than older plants that rely on 
thermal drying.

Layered Approach to Waste Rock 
Management

Typical Hyperbaric Disc Filter

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://www.substech.com/dokuwiki/doku.php?id=extractive_metallurgy_of_iron
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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KNC Letter to BC and Canada Requesting a 
Pause to Environmental Assessments

Background
On August 13, 2021, the Lands and Resource Council and Nation Chair of the Ktunaxa Nation 
Council (KNC) sent a letter to BC and Canada requesting that BC and Canada suspend 
environmental assessments (EAs) for all new coal mine and coal mine expansion projects proposed 
in the Elk Valley.

The KNC cited concerns including:

• Current impacts from existing mining operations

• Challenges with existing regulatory regimes and measures to mitigate and reduce those 
impacts

• Water quality

• Cumulative effects

NWP Thoughts
NWP agrees with many of the concerns raised by the KNC. Business as usual is no longer 
acceptable if the Elk Valley is to heal from past environmental impacts. 

NWP is committed to going beyond business as usual to design, operate, and manage our Project. 
Our Project has been designed to have very low impacts and to not add to the overall cumulative 
effects in the Elk Valley. We are keen to work with regulators, KNC, other Indigenous Nations, and 
the public to ensure the assessment and oversight of projects is a cooperative approach of all 
parties to ensure transparency, accountability, and effective mitigation.

NWP looks forward to more conversations with KNC. 

Government Response
BC has responded to the KNC in writing indicating their preference to work through issues and that 
there are no provisions for the requested pause within the Environmental Assessment Act (2002).

Canada has not responded to the KNC since they were in the midst of an election when the letter 
was written. It’s likely a response will come soon now that a new Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change has been appointed.

Links: KNC Letter BC’s Response

https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/617adde41fe4c00022fa7cd9/download/F_KNC%20Letter%20to%20BC%20IAAC%20Pause_2021-08-13.pdf
https://projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/617adb701fe4c00022fa7bde/download/G_381802%20-%20KNC%20-%20SIGNED%20FINAL%20%28003%29.pdf


Introduction
Michael Gray joined NWP as President in 
Mar 2021. Michael intends to spend a 
substantial period of the year in both the Elk 
Valley and Vancouver working to progress the 
Crown Mountain Project.

Michael has extensive experience in the 
successful development of greenfield steelm
aking coal projects around the world.

In developing new projects, he has sought 
close partnerships with indigenous nations 
and local communities to ensure projects 
have been progressed to minimize 
environmental impacts and maximize benefits 
to local communities.
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"It’s a great pleasure to join NWP and to lead the 
team to progress the project. Crown Mountain is 
unique amongst new projects due to its small 
scale, shallow high-quality coal and 
strategic location. The compact project footprint 
and fully contained water catchment provides the 
perfect opportunity to demonstrate a new era for 
environmental management of steelmaking coal 
projects.

There is a lack of new supply of high-quality 
steelmaking coal and leading Asian steelmakers 
are seeking partnership with projects which meet 
the highest environmental standards. NWP is 
committed to being a leader in transparent and 
accountable environmental management and we 
look forward to working with the Elk Valley 
community to progress a new era of the 
steelmaking coal industry."

Michael Gray

Who is NWP Coal Canada?
NWP Coal Canada is a partnership between 
Australian based Jameson Resources and New 
Zealand based Bathurst Resources.

Jameson is a developer of steelmaking coal 
projects with a management team with an 
extensive track record of successful project 
development and development of long-term 
relationships with both local communities and 
steelmaking customers.

Bathurst is a successful and respected 
operator of coal mines in NZ and an exporter 
of steelmaking coal to key Asian customers.

Both Jameson and Bathurst recognize the 
critical importance of high-quality steelmaking 
coal in helping the world transition to a low 
carbon economy. 
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For more information please contact

Name: Dave Baines, Manager Environment and Regulatory, NWP Coal Canada Ltd

Email: dave.baines@nwpcoal.com

Phone: +1 (604) 629-8605
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Subscribe to our newsletter!

NWP intends to publish four newsletters a year. Our intent is to focus on useful 
information without razzle-dazzle or greenwashing. 

To sign up for our quarterly newsletter click on the following link: 
https://nwpcoal.eo.page/newsletter

To suggest topics for our newsletter, please send an email to 
dave.baines@nwpcoal.com

Recent Project Activity

Geotechnical Investigation
Through October and November, NWP 
completed a geotechnical investigation to 
improve our understanding of subsurface 
conditions at the site of our main sediment 
pond. This will help in the design of the pond 
and help us to understand potential paths for 
groundwater beside and below the structure.

The main sediment pond is intended to 
capture all run off from our operations in 
years 5 through closure. This single point of 
containment will allow us to closely monitor 
water quality, to manage water quantity, and 
to implement additional mitigation efforts if 
needed.

Road and site construction, drilling, and 
reclamation all occurred in one campaign. Geotechnical drill site after reclamation
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