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Project Overview
The Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project is a proposed source of high-
quality coking coal within the Elk Valley of southeastern British Columbia
(BC), Canada.

The Project is located near the town of Sparwood BC and situated
between two existing coking coal mines operated by Teck Resources
Limited (Elkview and Line Creek).

Potential environmental interactions with the Project are being
considered in the design and planning of the Project and are subject to a
rigorous regulatory process that started in 2014.

Engagement with Indigenous peoples, local communities, and
stakeholders will help shape the Project and efforts to mitigate potential
impacts.

More information about the Project can be found on the NWP website.

The Regulatory Continuum: 
Environmental Assessment Through Permitting
The first regulatory step for the Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project, like many major mining projects in BC, is
completing an environmental assessment. The second regulatory step is applying for permits and approvals.

The environmental assessment looks at the overarching concept to understand the potential negative and positive
impacts to the environment, to the local communities, to Indigenous peoples, and more. Permit applications are
much more detailed and are tied to the requirements of specific legislation (e.g., Environmental Management Act,
Mines Act, Water Sustainability Act, Fisheries Act).

Each step of the Regulatory continuum involves review by technical experts and Indigenous peoples, as well as
input from the public. Throughout the process, the Project designs and plans are refined to reduce potential
negative effects and to improve potential positive impacts.
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Assessment Requirements
The environmental assessment for the Project has to meet specific requirements set by the BC Environmental
Assessment Office and the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada. The requirements are available online:

• BC Environmental Assessment Office’s Application Information Requirements (2015)
o Amendment (2020)

• Impact Assessment Agency of Canada’s Environmental Impact Statement Guidelines (2015)
o Amendment (2020)
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Regulatory Schedule
NWP began our regulatory process in 2014. NWP plans to submit our environmental assessment to BC and the 
Federal government in the first half of 2021.

The project is proposed to be under production and operations from 2024 through 2038, with active closure and 
reclamation from 2039 through 2043.



Concerns

Many stakeholders have let NWP know that they are 
concerned about potential changes to access to the 
Project area including for:

• Recreation

• Hunting

• ATV riding

• Snowmobiling

• Traditional use
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Experience

NWP’s management has experience working closely 
with outdoor users to reduce impacts on access and 
land-use. 

In the Tumbler Ridge area, coal mines operate by 
sharing roads with snowmobilers accessing their area. 
The snowmobile load out (parking area) is very close 
to an operational pit and active blasting. However, 
with co-operation and collaboration, everyone 
remains safe and gets to where they want to get to.

Commitment

NWP is committed to sharing the area with other 
land-uses including Indigenous traditional use, 
trapping, hunting, and recreation.

NWP will collaborate with regulators, the public, and 
Indigenous peoples to develop plans that minimize 
changes to access to the Project area while 
maintaining everyone’s safety.

Access Considerations

NWP intends to share the Grave Creek Road with the 
public.

The public would not be permitted to access the mine 
site or the rail load out.

Bow only hunting areas and closed areas around the 
mine site would need to be developed through 
discussion with the regulators, the public, and 
Indigenous peoples.

During blasting mine employees would have to 
temporarily close trails and sweep through areas to 
be sure everyone is safe. 
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Ongoing Getting To Know About Land-use And 
Access Survey
The Getting to Know About Land-Use and Access survey was 
distributed by posting it to Facebook and LinkedIn and by direct 
email to select stakeholder groups on March 4, 2021. The survey 
was intended to help NWP gather information about land-use and 
access to improve our assessment of potential Project impacts and 
to give stakeholders an opportunity to share more detailed 
information about land-use and access than was possible in our 
first survey.

This survey will stay open until June 30, 2021. 

Please consider participating in the survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/KWJGBQY
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Results of the Getting To Know About Each Other Survey
The Getting to know about each other survey was distributed by posting it to Facebook and LinkedIn on January 24, 
2021. The survey was closed to respondents on April 5, 2021. In general, NWP sees survey as a success. Many 
people engaged with NWP through the survey, about the survey, and after the survey. It helped raise awareness in 
the Elk Valley about the Project and provided NWP with some insights about the key concerns of local 
stakeholders. 

A key learning was the level of importance stakeholders put on land-use, access, and recreation. NWP assumed this 
was important to local stakeholders but was not aware that it was a higher priority than wildlife, water quality, or 
fish. NWP will ensure that we effectively engage about these issues and bring information about our access plans 
and commitment to share the land in front of the public.

Another key learning was the preference for how to share information. NWP will put effort into keeping our 
website up to date and producing a meaningful quarterly newsletter for the Project.

NWP acknowledges that there is opposition to the Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project. NWP is heartened that 
less than 9% of the respondents (51 out of 586) chose to express opposition in their comments.

A full report on the survey can be found on the NWP website at: https://www.nwpcoal.com/news-and-updates/

Surveys

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



• Engagement with many municipalities, stakeholder 
groups, and Indigenous peoples (page 6).

• Participating in environmental assessment 
technical working groups with the Impact 
Assessment Agency of Canada, the BC 
Environmental Assessment Office and 
representatives of the Ktunaxa Nation Council. The 
working groups also include technical experts from 
other agencies including:

• BC Ministry of Environment
• BC Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural 

Resource Operations and Rural Development
• BC Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon 

Innovation
• Environment and Climate Change Canada
• Natural Resources Canada

Issued April 2021Newsletter #2 5

Recent Project Activity
Over the past few months, the Project has focused on engagement and completing our environmental assessment. 
This includes:
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This figure from Elk Valley CEMF Infographic downloaded 2021-04-09

• Participating in the Elk Valley Cumulative Effects 
Management Framework (CEMF):

• NWP actively attends CEMF working group 
meetings

• NWP is sharing maps and spatial data with 
CEMF 

• Publishing two online surveys – one designed to 
help NWP and our stakeholders learn more about 
each other and one to learn more about land-use 
and access in the Project area (page 4). 

• Publishing a FAQ document based on feedback and 
questions we’ve heard at meeting with 
municipalities, local stakeholder groups, and 
Indigenous Peoples. You can read the entire FAQ 
document at: https://www.nwpcoal.com/news-
and-updates/



Engagement In the First Quarter of 2021
Presentations shared with:

• District of Elkford Mayor and Council

• District of Sparwood Mayor and Council

• City of Fernie Mayor and Council

• Municipality of Crowsnest Pass

• Regional District of East Kootenay

• Elk Valley Mountaineers

• Sparwood and District Fish and Wildlife Association

Information shared with:

• Sparwood, Elkford, and Fernie outdoor clubs

• Trappers

• Conservation groups

• Elkford Chamber of Commerce

• Sparwood Chamber of Commerce

• Interested members of the public

Indigenous engagement with:

• Ktunaxa Nation Council

• Shuswap Indian Band

• Piikani Nation

• Siksika Nation

• Kainai Nation (Blood Tribe)

• Stoney Nakoda Nation

• Tsuut’ina Nation

• Métis Nation of Alberta

• Métis Nation British Columbia

• Elk Valley Métis Association

General:

• Quarterly newsletter started

• Website updated

• FAQ published to website (page 5)

• Two public surveys (page 4)
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For More Information Please Contact
Name: Dave Baines, Manager Environment and Regulatory, NWP Coal Canada Ltd

Email: dave.baines@nwpcoal.com

Phone: +1 (604) 629-8605
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Subscribe to our newsletter!
NWP intends to publish four newsletters a year. Our intent is to focus on useful 
information without razzle-dazzle or greenwashing. 

To sign up for our quarterly newsletter click on the following link: 
https://nwpcoal.eo.page/newsletter

To suggest topics for our newsletter, please send an email to 
dave.baines@nwpcoal.com


