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Project Overview
The Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project is a proposed
source of high-quality coking coal within the Elk Valley
of southeastern British Columbia (BC), Canada.

The Project is located near the town of Sparwood BC
and situated between two existing coking coal mines
operated by Teck Resources Limited (Elkview and Line
Creek).

Potential environmental interactions with the Project
are being considered in the design and planning of the
Project and are subject to a rigorous regulatory process.

Engagement with Indigenous peoples, local
communities, and stakeholders will help shape the
Project and efforts to mitigate potential impacts.

More information about the Project can be found on
the NWP website.

Regulatory Process
The Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project entered the
regulatory process in 2014. At that time, it was
determined that the Project would be subject to an
environmental assessment by the government of BC
and the government of Canada. Both processes
require collection of:

• Baseline data on existing environmental and socio-
economic conditions

• Integration of input from Indigenous peoples

• Assessment and in some cases robust modelling of 
potential Project impacts

• Ongoing adjustments to Project designs and plans
to mitigate potential negative impacts

• Engagement with stakeholders at multiple steps in
the process

Should the Project receive approval from the
government of BC and the government of Canada for
the environmental assessment, detailed permits will
be required for each Project interaction with
regulatory legislation (e.g., BC Mines Act, Federal
Fisheries Act). The permit applications require
detailed engineering work and are subject to a formal
review and engagement process.
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Project Layout
The Project mine pits, processing plant, site facilities, and mine rock storage facility would be located in the West 
Alexander Creek drainage on the western slopes of Crown Mountain.
A covered clean coal storage and rail load out facility would be located near the existing railway through the Elk 
River valley.
The Grave Creek Forest Service Road would be used by the Project with the intent to share the road with the 
public. 
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Additional Regulatory Information
More information about the company and the team can be found on the following websites:

• BC environmental assessment process: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/natural-resource-
stewardship/environmental-assessments/the-environmental-assessment-process/2002-act-environmental-
assessment-process

• Canadian environmental assessment process: https://www.canada.ca/en/impact-assessment-
agency/services/policy-guidance/impact-assessment-process-overview.html

• BC mine permitting process: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/mineral-exploration-
mining/permitting

Regulatory Schedule
NWP plans to submit our environmental assessment to BC and the Federal government in the first half of 2021.

The project is proposed to be under production and operations from 2024 through 2038, with active closure and 
reclamation from 2039 through 2043.
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Project Team
NWP and the Crown Mountain Coking Coal Project
have a small, dedicated team. Everyone involved,
from the ownership team, the Board, and the
employees are experienced resource professionals
with experience including developing and operating
specialty mines. Changes have occurred in the past
few years that will continue to build NWP’s strengths:

• 2018 – NWP’s ownership gained an additional
partner: Bathurst Resources Limited. Bathurst
currently owns 22.2% of NWP Coal Canada Ltd and
brings to NWP the hands-on know-how of New
Zealand’s largest specialist coal company

• Early in 2020 – NWP appointed a new Executive
Director: Joel Nicholls. Mr. Nicholls brings a lot of
energy to the team and a commitment to driving
an organizational strategy with strong stakeholder
engagement to achieve growth sustainably

• Late in 2020 – NWP appointed a new Manager
Environment and Engagement: Dave Baines. Based
in Elkford BC, near to the Project site, Dave has
over 20 years experience with environmental
assessment and engagement and a real passion for
being involved with the local community and
Indigenous Peoples.

Engagement 
NWP is making a concerted effort to improve
engagement. Some key engagement activities we are
planning to help understand stakeholders and share
information include:

• Ongoing discussions with Indigenous peoples and
local stakeholders – responsive to questions and
request for information

• Formal public comment periods (with open
houses) through the regulatory process

• NWP, the government of BC and the
government of Canada will be engaging soon
after NWP submits the Project environmental
Assessment (early 2021)

• NWP and key regulators will be engaging for
specific permitting processes (mid 2022)

• Ever-green ‘News and Updates’ section on website
(link to webpage 2)

• Quarterly Project Newsletter – with special
editions for key milestones

• Semi-annual surveys – with special editions for hot
topics.

More information about engagement and how NWP
will share news and updates can be found on the
NWP website: www.nwpcoal.com
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Recent Activities
Some key Project activities NWP has completed recently, include:

• Completing data collection for environmental assessment baseline studies 
o Note that water quality surveying is ongoing (commenced in 2012) to build our data set towards permitting 

and potentially future Project monitoring

• Completed baseline reports, and made significant progress towards completing assessment of potential impacts 
and integrating impact mitigation into Project designs and plans

• Reinvigorating our engagement through efforts that include:
o Meetings and discussions with Indigenous Peoples
o Meetings with local municipalities 
o Meetings with some of the local clubs and associations; particularly with land user groups that access the 

Project area

• Launched an online survey designed for NWP and stakeholders to ‘get to know each other’ on January 26, 2021. 
We’re excited to see the level of response. We intend to keep the survey open until March 31, 2021. The next 
newsletter will include some information on what we learned through the survey.

• Building our Environmental Assessment Application package for submission to the BC Environmental 
Assessment Agency and to the Impact Assessment Agency of Canada for submission in the next few months. 

Participate in our survey
This 10 question survey should take about 3 
minutes to complete. It’s designed to help 
NWP learn about your knowledge of the 
Project and about your interests.  Thanks!!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7KQNK6R

Contact
Name: Dave Baines, Manager Environment and Regulatory, NWP Coal Canada Ltd

Email: dave.baines@nwpcoal.com

Phone: +1 (604) 629-8605
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